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Consolidated Edison Company of New York, Inc. (hereinafter referred to as “Con Edison,” “the 
company,” or “the applicant”) prepared a Public Participation Plan (“PPP”) to fulfill and comply 
with the requirements of New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 
(“NYSDEC”) Commissioner Policy 29, Environmental Justice and Permitting for the renewal 
with a modification of its Air Facility Title V Permit. The NYSDEC has determined that the 
application potentially impacts one or more potential environmental justice areas (“PEJAs”). 
(See Figure 1.)  Con Edison submitted the final PPP to the NYSDEC on August 18, 2023, which 
approved it on August 21, 2023.  The PPP is in support of application 2-6202-00032/00013 for 
renewal of the Air Facility Title V Permit. 
 
The objective of this PPP Progress Report is to provide an update on the public meeting which 
Con Edison hosted on September 19, 2023.   
 

  Figure 1. Project Location and Potential Environmental Justice Area(s) in blue shade 
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Public Outreach 
Con Edison facilitated and presented a public informational tele/videoconference meeting on 
September 19th, 2023, at 6:30PM.  Kimberly Williams, Director of Con Edison’s Manhattan 
Regional and Community Affairs team, opened the meeting and shared the meeting agenda. 
Frank Cuomo of Con Edison’s Steam Services department presented an overview of Con 
Edison’s Steam System, the uses of the 59th Street Steam Station, and the need for the Title V 
Permit renewal and modification.  Benjamin Tannen, Senior Attorney in the Environmental Law 
group, explained the Title V permit renewal process. Williams followed Tannen to share contact 
information for the Con Edison liaison to the community for the project and for the NYSDEC, 
and to invite stakeholders to share feedback or testimony relevant to the permit application. 
Lastly, Williams went over Microsoft Teams (MS Teams) virtual meeting platform functions, 
took verbal attendance, and opened the meeting up for questions from the audience. 
 
To outline the public meeting agenda and explain MS Teams capabilities to participants, a Con 
Edison presenter mentioned the following in the beginning of the meeting. This messaging was 
also repeated before the question-and-answer portion of the meeting: 

• We welcome the public’s participation;  
• At the end of tonight’s presentation, guests will have an opportunity to share comments; 
• Asked that all speakers identify themselves and any organization they may be affiliated 

with; 
• Comments be limited to three minutes so everyone can have a chance to participate; 
• Use the raise hand function on MS Teams to ask a question. The Q&A functionality will 

be enabled at that point; and 
• For those who have phoned/dialed in, you will need to Dial *5 to raise your hand, and 

Dial *6 to unmute. 
 

During the September 19th, 2023 meeting, Con Edison explained why the MS Teams virtual 
meeting platform was chosen over other platforms such as Zoom. Con Edison has strict cyber 
security policies, and we are asked to refrain from using Zoom. The company’s preferred 
platform is MS Teams. Since the applicant was hosting the meeting and required full admin 
rights, MS Teams was the only viable platform.  
 
Con Edison did not receive any language or disability requests for the meeting.  During the 
meeting, members of the public did not raise any substantive concerns. Additionally, no concerns 
were received by the project liaison. As per the Commissioner Policy 29 (CP-29) guidelines, the 
meeting notices and fact sheet were available in Spanish. Furthermore, instructions on how to 
participate during the virtual meeting were written on the presentation with imagery to help 
navigate and were stated verbally multiple times during the meeting. 
 
Taking all comments from the Company’s other recent public facing meetings pursuant to CP-29 
for this and other permitting proceedings into consideration, several efforts were made to help 
remove potential participation barriers and explain MS Teams functionality in more detail to the 
public. Instructions for using MS Teams via platform and call-in function were included in the 
invitation. We suggested that attendees familiarize themselves with the platform in advance of 
the meeting. MS Teams functions were tested thoroughly for days leading up to the public 
meeting. The use of the chat function was disabled to direct attention to the presentation and 
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prevent interruptions. Instead, a Q&A (Question and Answer) MS Teams function was utilized. 
During the meeting, the Q&A function was tested by inserting some useful contact information 
to ensure usability and encourage participants to copy and save the contact information straight 
from the Q&A text box.  
 
The applicant followed guidelines on using virtual platforms to host the public meeting. A total 
of 24 people attended the meeting, and we break down the Con Edison (19 attendees) vs. Public 
(5 attendees) attendance below. The five public attendees included representatives from elected 
official offices as well as members of the public.  
 
As mentioned earlier, the public meeting included several Con Edison speakers, and some other 
employees were there as alternates in case there were any technical complications. Con Edison’s 
contact information was provided with each public interaction; however, no members of the 
public reached out. Attendees were also informed of how they could submit formal comments to 
the NYSDEC. 
 
Con Edison also presented to a significant number of engaged community members and elected 
officials’ staff members at Community Board 4’s Waterfront, Parks, and Environment 
Committee meeting on July 13, 2023 which preceded Con Edison’s own public meeting and is 
described more fully in Appendix D of the PPP. Thirty-seven members of the community board 
voted in favor of sending a letter addressing concerns to Con Edison. Additionally, community 
boards and councilmember’s offices shared the invitation and contact information for the 
September 19th meeting with their constituents. Lastly, a reporter, Ariel Pacheco, published an 
article in the local newspaper W42St.NYC on the September 19th meeting and no one from the 
public reached out to Con Edison following the publication.  
 
Con Edison values all feedback and believes with each public meeting, many improvements 
were made. As described in Appendix D to the PPP, during the July 13th Community Board 4 
meeting, community board members’ questions centered around the permit’s connection to Local 
Law 97, the Climate Leadership and Community Protection Act, and timing for the permit 
renewal. Members also requested additional facility emissions data. Following the July 13th 
meeting, the community board sent a letter with their questions to the company, to which Con 
Edison responded by letter.  In addition to this letter, Con Edison presented information during 
the September 19th public meeting which was also intended to address the community board’s 
comments during its meeting and in its follow-up letter.   
 
Based on this experience, Con Edison believes that hosting this public conversation surrounding 
the renewal and modification request for the 59th Street Station Title V permit in conjunction 
with an established entity like the community board may encourage more community 
participation than hosting a stand alone meeting. However, since Con Edison is not seeking a 
new permit in this proceeding, and has been occupying the landmarked 59th Street Station for 
many decades, the topic itself may not have attracted that many people. 
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Document Repository 
An online document repository has been established for the community to access and review 
information about the Title V permit application. Recording of the virtual public meeting is 
embedded on the page. Con Edison continues to maintain the online repository on its website. 
 
Online Repository: 
https://www.coned.com/en/community-affairs/community-updates/59th-st-air-quality-permit 
 
Includes hyperlinks to Announcements and Related Information: 
 
Announcements 
Title V Permit Renewal Invitation September, 19: English and Spanish 
 
Related Information 

• Title V Fact Sheet - English (PDF) 
• Title V Fact Sheet - Spanish) (PDF) 
• Title V Permit Renewal Public Participation Plan (PPP) - NYSDEC Approved 

Draft (PDF) 
• Air Permit Application Draft – Air Title V Facility (ATV) – Renewal 3 (PDF) 
• Climate Leadership and Community Protection Act (CLCPA) Analysis Draft (PDF) 
• Full Environmental Assessment Form (FEAF) Part1: Project and Setting Draft (PDF) 
• New York City (NYC) Waterfront Revitalization Program (WRP) Consistency 

Assessment Form (CAF) Draft (PDF) 
• Con Edison Peaker Rule Compliance Plan (PDF) 

 
 
 
 
  

https://www.coned.com/en/community-affairs/community-updates/59th-st-air-quality-permit
https://cdne-dcxprod-sitecore.azureedge.net/-/media/files/coned/documents/community-affairs/community-updates/59th-st-air-quality-permit/title-v-permit-renewal-invitation-sep19-english.pdf?rev=7f45f0234bec4b71bfcae401bac64494&hash=315105FC82520D2B07EB726B762EA48B
https://cdne-dcxprod-sitecore.azureedge.net/-/media/files/coned/documents/community-affairs/community-updates/59th-st-air-quality-permit/title-v-permit-renewal-invitation-sep19-spanish.pdf?rev=057bd269e59642cba23cfbfa55c31dc5&hash=42E03C81FC0C054FD5E51774D984CD92
https://cdne-dcxprod-sitecore.azureedge.net/-/media/files/coned/documents/community-affairs/community-updates/59th-st-air-quality-permit/factsheet-english.pdf?rev=03d5cb2af5974022b57a07eaa3c63fd6&hash=F62A1ABA6A74E62B0964C3F8EEBF4677
https://cdne-dcxprod-sitecore.azureedge.net/-/media/files/coned/documents/community-affairs/community-updates/59th-st-air-quality-permit/factsheet-spanish.pdf?rev=2b895bd85803444bbeaaeed9fd8de861&hash=5CD4B93432407327B413C3393A50E397
https://cdne-dcxprod-sitecore.azureedge.net/-/media/files/coned/documents/community-affairs/community-updates/59th-st-air-quality-permit/title-v-permit-renewal-public-participation-plan.pdf?rev=856c6c5a661c498c80d0a976138c1a95&hash=6EE9BAD82C4776B03035DE2FEB8E0FA5
https://cdne-dcxprod-sitecore.azureedge.net/-/media/files/coned/documents/community-affairs/community-updates/59th-st-air-quality-permit/title-v-permit-renewal-public-participation-plan.pdf?rev=856c6c5a661c498c80d0a976138c1a95&hash=6EE9BAD82C4776B03035DE2FEB8E0FA5
https://cdne-dcxprod-sitecore.azureedge.net/-/media/files/coned/documents/community-affairs/community-updates/59th-st-air-quality-permit/coned-titlev-renewal-app.pdf?rev=904f30b9d8d14dbf88d8d7fbac3e55d7&hash=37A74475470FDFC6A352AD8987CBF7DB
https://cdne-dcxprod-sitecore.azureedge.net/-/media/files/coned/documents/community-affairs/community-updates/59th-st-air-quality-permit/analysis-responses-to-dec.pdf?rev=1980d663dfb142eda6ecd84216247b03&hash=5588A9D85BBCC105657FABA356FC3DD0
https://cdne-dcxprod-sitecore.azureedge.net/-/media/files/coned/documents/community-affairs/community-updates/59th-st-air-quality-permit/full-environmental-assessment.pdf?rev=6c08da0edc61489d969268410ab6eb03&hash=A8C897E740130CB8338C07F2ADCCF50E
https://cdne-dcxprod-sitecore.azureedge.net/-/media/files/coned/documents/community-affairs/community-updates/59th-st-air-quality-permit/revitalization-assessment-form.pdf?rev=f346d1ff93fa44be9eb9ca90617f0155&hash=81FF69FE612EF86BB44F475DB2AE6B72
https://cdne-dcxprod-sitecore.azureedge.net/-/media/files/coned/documents/community-affairs/community-updates/59th-st-air-quality-permit/revitalization-assessment-form.pdf?rev=f346d1ff93fa44be9eb9ca90617f0155&hash=81FF69FE612EF86BB44F475DB2AE6B72
https://cdne-dcxprod-sitecore.azureedge.net/-/media/files/coned/documents/community-affairs/community-updates/59th-st-air-quality-permit/peaker-rule-compliance-plan.pdf?rev=c98870dbc9404dce92a768c44e352d2e&hash=96C8C13E3E52FE960BD63D0F7DD2DF89
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APPENDIX A 
Public Meeting Notice/Invitation 
(English and Spanish) 
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APPENDIX B 
Fact Sheet 
(English and Spanish) 
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APPENDIX C 
Dissemination of Public Meeting 
Notices and Fact Sheets 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

want 
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Please see images above which include a BCC list of the following emails: 
 
Armwood, Garrett (Schumer) Garrett_Armwood@schumer.senate.gov; 
nancy_conde@gillibrand.senate.gov; Hannah.weinerman@mail.house.gov; rforst@cityhall.nyc.gov; 
Sergey Chuprik (Lander) schupri@comptroller.nyc.gov; Williams, Jumaane (PA Williams) 
bgooding@advocate.nyc.gov; naculich@nysenate.gov; overtone@nyassembly.gov; 
johnsoem@nyassembly.gov; jacksont@nyassembly.gov; Carl Wilson (nyc council) 
CaWilson@council.nyc.gov; Rosalba Rodriguez (CM Brewer) rorodriguez@council.nyc.gov; 
mbelliard@manhattanbp.nyc.gov; Galarza, Humberto HGalarza@dep.nyc.gov; 
acantu@planning.nyc.gov; Bodine, Jesse jbodine@cb.nyc.gov; Maxwell Vandervliet (ManhCB7) 
mvandervliet.cb7@gmail.com; mblum@lincolnsquarebid.org; ndoyle@hrpt.ny.gov; 
ratterbury@hrpt.ny.gov; terese.flores@parks.nyc.gov; paul.evans@parks.nyc.gov; 
John.Herrold@parks.nyc.gov; richard.martinez@parks.nyc.gov; info@hudsonriverpark.org; 
merritt@riversideparknyc.org; anastasia@riversideparknyc.org; myanni@dsny.nyc.gov; 
mn04super@dsny.nyc.gov; jcapo@dsny.nyc.gov; abianco@dsny.nyc.gov; brad.korn@mountsinai.org; 
rawlingsm@hss.edu; wcolona@fordham.edu; mcomanescu@jjay.cuny.edu; 
nmartinez@collegiateschool.org; info@speyerschool.org; dfallon@gatewayschool.org; 
Ariela.dubler@heschel.org; Murray.Heather@brighthorizons.org; yting@metrokidspreschool.com; 
westend@nykidsclub.com; bbianchi@schools.nyc.gov; yvasconcelos@schools.nyc.gov; 
jjenkins2@schools.nyc.gov; KMcGuire@schools.nyc.gov; KSamuels@schools.nyc.gov; 
info57@hopscotchmontessori.com; Ahra47@yahoo.com; mariagnys@aol.com; 
manhattancommunityboathouse@gmail.com; graeme_birchall@verizon.net; 
pmalinowski@billionoysterproject.org; cworrall@waterfrontalliance.org; stpaulsvdpnyc@gmail.com; 
MBerman@durst.org; ResidentManager@1WestEnd.com; smatloff-nieves@goddard.org; 
info@bowerypresents.com; Cameron@mortonwilliams.com; nyclassifieds@nydailynews.com; 
community@nypost.com; advertise@impremedia.com; advertising@strausnews.com; 
advertising@strausnews.com; rdonofrio@schnepsmedia.com; info@westsiderag.com; 
ads@westsiderag.com; tom@tomfoxassociates.com; remery@ecbawm.com; jweisenhauer@gmail.com; 
cweinstock@mac.com; udirect@gmail.com; jeffrey@meatpacking-district.com; tmeltzernyc@gmail.com; 
mary@lilacpreservationproject.org; avironvoile@gmail.com; tbrown@riverkeeper.org; 
ernest.tollerson@gmail.com; Williams, Kimberly WILLIAMSK@coned.com; Suriel, Alina A. 
suriela@coned.com 
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Newspaper Publications: 
Manhattan Express published on August 31st, 2023 
El Diario published on September 1st, 2023. 
 

Manhattan Express: 
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El Diario: 
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APPENDIX D 
Online Public Meeting  
September 19th, 2023 

 

 
 
 

Online Public Meeting Attendance Report 
 

1. Summary 

Meeting title 
Virtual Public Meeting for 59th Street Air Quality Permit 
Renewal 

Attended participants 24 
Unidentified 
participants 1 
Start time 9/19/23, 6:16:19 PM 
End time 9/19/23, 6:53:56 PM 
Meeting duration 37m 37s 
Average attendance 
time 27m 47s 
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Online Public Meeting Attendees: 
 
2. Participants 

     

Name First Join Last Leave In-
Meeting 
Duration 

Email Participant 
ID (UPN) 

Role 

Balber, Marina 9/19/23, 
6:22:46 PM 

9/19/23, 
6:53:56 PM 

31m 10s balberm@coned
.com 

balberm@c
oned.com 

Organizer 

Suriel, Alina A. 9/19/23, 
6:17:23 PM 

9/19/23, 
6:53:56 PM 

36m 33s suriela@coned.c
om 

suriela@con
ed.com 

Organizer 

Williams, Kimberly 9/19/23, 
6:22:01 PM 

9/19/23, 
6:53:56 PM 

31m 55s WILLIAMSK@co
ned.com 

williamsk@c
oned.com 

Organizer 

Stewart, Connor R. 9/19/23, 
6:16:29 PM 

9/19/23, 
6:53:56 PM 

37m 26s stewartco@con
ed.com 

stewartco@
coned.com 

Attendee 

Ma, Anita 9/19/23, 
6:21:50 PM 

9/19/23, 
6:53:48 PM 

31m 58s MAA@coned.co
m 

maa@coned
.com 

Attendee 

Cuomo, Frank A. 9/19/23, 
6:21:52 PM 

9/19/23, 
6:53:51 PM 

31m 58s CUOMOF@cone
d.com 

cuomof@co
ned.com 

Speaker 

Johns, Richard 9/19/23, 
6:22:11 PM 

9/19/23, 
6:53:56 PM 

31m 45s JOHNSR@coned
.com 

johnsr@con
ed.com 

Attendee 

Ogunsola, Femi 9/19/23, 
6:22:14 PM 

9/19/23, 
6:53:56 PM 

31m 41s OGUNSOLAF@c
oned.com 

ogunsolaf@
coned.com 

Attendee 

Sands, Laurie J. 9/19/23, 
6:22:16 PM 

9/19/23, 
6:53:44 PM 

31m 27s sandsl@coned.c
om 

sandsl@con
ed.com 

Attendee 

Deutsch, Brian 9/19/23, 
6:22:17 PM 

9/19/23, 
6:53:49 PM 

31m 32s DEUTSCHB@con
ed.com 

deutschb@c
oned.com 

Attendee 

Yu, Daniel C. 9/19/23, 
6:23:03 PM 

9/19/23, 
6:53:53 PM 

30m 50s YuD@coned.co
m 

YuD@coned
.com 

Attendee 

DHarrington 9/19/23, 
6:23:23 PM 

9/19/23, 
6:53:46 PM 

30m 23s 
  

Attendee 

Guastafeste, 
Anthony 

9/19/23, 
6:23:27 PM 

9/19/23, 
6:53:56 PM 

30m 29s GuastafesteA@c
oned.com 

guastafestea
@coned.co
m 

Attendee 

Grant, Hugh 9/19/23, 
6:26:50 PM 

9/19/23, 
6:53:56 PM 

27m 5s GRANTHU@con
ed.com 

granthu@co
ned.com 

Attendee 

Tannen, Benjamin E. 9/19/23, 
6:27:03 PM 

9/19/23, 
6:53:48 PM 

26m 45s TannenB@cone
d.com 

tannenb@c
oned.com 

Speaker 

JJ 9/19/23, 
6:28:14 PM 

9/19/23, 
6:53:52 PM 

25m 37s 
  

Attendee 

Gutierrez, Michelle 9/19/23, 
6:28:15 PM 

9/19/23, 
6:53:46 PM 

25m 30s GUTIERREZM@c
oned.com 

gutierrezm
@coned.co
m 

Attendee 

Banhalmi Kramer, 
Liza A. 

9/19/23, 
6:29:08 PM 

9/19/23, 
6:53:53 PM 

24m 44s BANHALMIKRA
MERL@coned.c
om 

banhalmikra
merl@cone
d.com 

Attendee 

hb (Guest) 9/19/23, 
6:30:16 PM 

9/19/23, 
6:53:56 PM 

23m 40s 
  

Attendee 
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Hayley Tessler 9/19/23, 
6:31:36 PM 

9/19/23, 
6:53:47 PM 

22m 10s hayley@riversid
eparknyc.org 

hayley@rive
rsideparknyc
.org 

Attendee 

David, Richard S. 9/19/23, 
6:31:51 PM 

9/19/23, 
6:53:56 PM 

22m 5s davidr@coned.c
om 

davidr@con
ed.com 

Attendee 

Natalie Naculich 9/19/23, 
6:32:30 PM 

9/19/23, 
6:53:50 PM 

21m 19s naculich@nysen
ate.gov 

naculich@n
ysenate.gov 

Attendee 

Trimboli, Marie-
Nicole 

9/19/23, 
6:49:41 PM 

9/19/23, 
6:53:45 PM 

4m 3s TRIMBOLIM@co
ned.com 

trimbolim@
coned.com 

Attendee 

 
 
 
 
 
 
At 18:16 Kimberly Williams took attendance of the meeting attendees who were not Con Edison 
employees: 
 
Hayley Tessler   – Riverside Park Conservancy 
Natalie Naculich – Legislative Aide and Community Liaison (CB4) - NYS Senator Brad Hoylman-Sigal 
 
Members of the public: 
hb   (Guest) 
DHarrington  (Guest) 
JJ   (Guest)  
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Online Public Meeting Presentation – September 19th, 2023 
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APPENDIX E 
Additional Outreach 
July 13th, 2023 
July 13th, 2023 Additional Outreach Presentation to Community Board 4 
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Daily News Published June 29, 2023: 
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July 13th, 2023 Meeting Attendance taken by CB4: 

Registration Report        

Report Generated: 
8/1/2023 

15:53       

Topic 
Webinar 
ID Scheduled Time Duration (minutes) # Registered # Cancelled 

# 
Approved # Denied 

MCB4 Waterfront, 
Parks & 
Environment 
Committee Meeting 

935 1888 
4814 7/13/2023 18:30 300 12 0 12 0 

Attendee Details        

First Name 
Last 
Name Email Organization Job Title 

Registration 
Time 

Approval 
Status  

  tina@nakedeyeproductions.com   6/5/2020 17:18 approved  

Roy  Ruiz ruizr@nyassembly.gov NYS Assembly 
Community 
Affairs 6/29/2023 12:57 approved  

Gale Brewer d06scheduling@council.nyc.gov City Council District 06 Council Member 7/5/2023 11:12 approved  
David Stuart hk4546ba@gmail.com HK45/46 President 7/13/2023 13:42 approved  

Andres Rubiano rubianop@nyassembly.gov 
Office of Linda B. 
Rosenthal  7/13/2023 18:01 approved  

Caroline Kretz Kretzc@coned.com Con Ed  7/13/2023 18:16 approved  
Kevin  Klesh kleshk@coned.com Con Edison  7/13/2023 18:30 approved  
Natalie Naculich nnaculich@gmail.com Sen. Hoylman-Sigal  7/13/2023 18:31 approved  

Maeve Gately mgately@hudsonsailing.org 
Hudson River 
Community Sailing 

Director of 
Development & 
Communications 7/13/2023 18:36 approved  

Brian Deutsch deutschb@coned.com Con Edison  Manager 7/13/2023 19:05 approved  
Anita Ma Maa@coned.com Con Edison Director 7/13/2023 19:33 approved  

Steve Simon steve.simon@parks.nyc.gov 
NYC Department of 
Parks & Recreation 

Manhattan Chief 
of Staff 7/13/2023 20:29 approved  
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Snippets of CB4 Minutes and Actions taken by Committee regarding the ConEd Presentaion: 
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Additional Outreach Presentation – July 13th, 2023  
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Manhattan Community Board 4 Letter Sent on August 7th, 2023 to Con Edison: 
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Con Edison Response to CB4 Letter on September 15th, 2023: 
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